[The thyroid in the aged subject].
Thyroid disorders are common in an elderly hospitalized population. They are mainly due to multiple concurrent illnesses present in these patients or the drugs prescribed. The pathophysiology of these non-thyroidal illnesses is explained. These disorders must be distinguished from overt thyroid diseases such as hypo- or hyperthyroidism. The symptoms of which are often atypical compared to the young. Specific geriatric assessment of these symptoms and the treatment of the thyroid diseases are reviewed. Lastly, the occurrence of thyroid nodules and thyroid cancers must be managed taking into account the clinical status of the patient.